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‘The world is better with all this beautiful work seen at last.” - A. Delf, author

This week from
Clarendon House

The Sword Sundergost
Illustrated Companion -
Revised and Expanded!

COMPLETELY FREE TO
DOWNLOAD!
You don’t even have to give your
email address.

: from the
fertile mind of Alexander
Marshall comes a complex world
of Gods, legends, dragons,
ancient evil and unlikely
heroes...

The Great Worm groaned,
Great will be the deeds
Of this Sword, and it will serve
with strength
The sovereignty of men, even thy
Line of long-awaited lords in time—
But its greatest deed will be in the
Service of Dragons...
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Welcome!

Welcome to the Clarendon House Newsletter for week
ending 21st March 2025!

Last week: Issue # 74 of the Inner Circle Writers'
Magazine was released, including the first five out of
ten entries for the first round of the Great Clarendon
House Writing Challenge 2025! Your vote is important
- the next five appear next month!

ALSO: Islands, A Selection of Short Stories by RLM Cooper
was released!

This week: For lovers of J. R. R. Tolkien, C. S. Lewis,
Ursula K. Le Guin and epic fantasy on a grand scale,
for FREE, comes this lavishly illustrated e-book The
Sword Sundergost Illustrated Companion - Revised and
Expanded to give you a glimpse into the wide world of
Gandria — from the mighty mountains of the Penning
to the deserts of Turgal; from the heroic and tragic
Valkurn to the twisted and burned Dare-kor; from
ancient and powerful gemstones to the Sword
Sundergost itself, herein are many windows into the
imagination of Alexander Marshall.

Feedback is welcome. Drop me a line at
grant@clarendonhousebooks.com

Below is a popular blog item.
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Obviously you've got goals for your
writing - right?

Not just the goal of penning a best-seller
and being able to retire on the profits, which
is a perfectly understandable and common
aim - that’s part of it, but only part. I mean
goals as a writer: actual intentions to affect
readers in particular ways.

A surprising number of writers don’t have
these. Of course, everyone wants to write a
best-seller and making money generally is a
common goal for writers - but a piece of
fiction’s power can be magnified hugely if the
area of goal-setting is properly and
thoroughly addressed. Fail to address this
properly and it’s no surprise that a work
doesn’t get off the ground.

That’s because setting goals is key to
developing core motivation.

Setting goals helps you choose where you
want to go in life, but if it’s done properly, it
can create the motivation which act as an
engine for the whole enterprise. This Goals
Analysis can be incredibly motivating, and as
you get into the habit of setting and achieving
goals, you'll find that a kind of power builds
up which can drive your fiction like
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electricity. There’s nothing mystical about
this. You have probably felt at some stage in
your life the energy associated when you
have a correct motivation; the trick is
understanding what happened and how to
harness that energy properly and
constructively.

The normal approach to goal-setting is to
create a 'big picture' of what you want to do
with your life, with large-scale goals that you
want to achieve. Then many of the guides and
gurus that there are out there will tell you to
break the Big Goal down into smaller and
smaller targets, each of which can then be
planned out and timetabled. That’s all very
well and is obviously valuable - but it sounds
a lot like New Year’s resolutions - and we
know what usually happens to them.

The truth about the power of goals is a
little different:

A clear, heart-felt, embracive goal, large or
small, is more powerful and effective than any
number of planned targets and timetables.

Why is that?
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Because getting your goals clear and
meaningful creates strong, defined gaps or
holes which act as vacuums. And vacuums
create motion.

This can be done simply by answering the
following questions. Each one looks at a
separate part or aspect of your life, not just
your writing, for reasons which will become
clear.

Try to condense your goal statement into just
a few words. This will help you to capture the
central or really meaningful part of the goal,
rather than obscuring it with too many words.
Make sure that these goals are truly goals that
you want to achieve, not those of others in your
environment.

If it helps, start with a long term goal first
and work backwards to a short term one. This
is because this is what is normally done and
might be of some use to you. But in actual fact,
the length of time associated with
accomplishing a goal is less important than
whether it is a significant or important goal for
you or your writing.
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What level do you want to reach in your
writing career?

How much do you want to earn as a writer?

How do you see your fiction evolving?

Are you writing only one book or several?

What sort of education will help you achieve
your writing goals?

What kind of attitude do you need to
develop to succeed as a writer?

How do you see your artistic life
developing?

Do you want to branch out into other types
of fiction or art, or concentrate on one aspect,
genre or field?

Now take each goal and work out what are
the three major blocks or missing things
between you and it. There might not be three
blocks to each and every goal you've listed, but
have a good look and see what you come up
with. Particularly look for what is missing
between you and the goal.

What does that mean?
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Let’s say you have a goal of earning £1
million as a writer in ten years’ time. What are
some missing things between you and that
goal? Possibly your writing life completely
lacks the infrastructure to bring about that
goal; perhaps you are starting from scratch
and don’t even have a piece of writing worked
out yet. Another missing thing might be that,
though perhaps you are producing and
making money as a writer, you lack enough
technical expertise or time to make the move
to higher levels of output and therefore
income. Be as specific and concise as you can
be.

Another example: you might have wanted
to learn to extend your writing into song-lyrics
and plan to do so within five years. Missing
things could include: musical knowledge; a
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qualified and available teacher; or the time to
practice in your busy schedule.

List these things out.

Now take the same goals and add in
priorities and deadlines. Set realistic deadlines
but make them precise. A deadline can
actually act to 'energise' a goal which might
otherwise be put aside or even forgotten.
Adding in a consequence if the goal isn’t
achieved can also help.

Now take a look at goals that have been set
for you by others. These aren’t necessarily bad
in themselves, but you'll need to be clear
about whether you want to cooperate or
disassociate yourself from them. Do they
contribute to achieving your own goals? Or
are they distracting?


https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com

Clarendon House Publications

Revisit your own goals above and audit them
to make sure that they are specific and heart-felt
enough. This is your opportunity to settle some
issues you may have had within yourself about a
few things. What's really important to you?
What should take priority? Are you being
precise enough about what you want to achieve?

Your Goals Analysis may have opened your
eyes to things that need to occur in your writing
life, and you will have seen various weak points
as well as strengths in what you have already.
What you might not have seen is the true power
of goals.

Choose the five most important or significant
goals from all the above.

What generates power here is

a) the heart-felt significance of the goal

\__ AT
ST 7
L .\

21 March 2025

and

b) the gap between where you are now and
your goal.

A truly important goal creates its own ‘pull’
by prompting motivation into existence. The
vacuum is what generates energy. It is what
drives action and what drives writers and
readers.

Apart from anything else, you should start
making connections between what is going on in
your writing and what you would like to go on
in your writing.

YOUR BIGGEST
CHALLENGE AS A
WRITER — and What
You Can Do About It

Haunted by your twin
enemies, Lack of
Time and
Procrastination?

This 25,000 word e-
book shows you the
pathway to freedom
as a writer...and it's
totally free!

Click on the image to
go to the Free Items

page.
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FLASH FICTION O
tales with a twist C
regional magical realism Bl Swiggs
SPARKLING
ROMANCE

emotional real-life stories
heart-rending tales full of
lovable characters

Westerns
HORROR

C

Mark Scheel

detective drama
mystertes
Ruth Morgan
memaoirs
fromn some of the world’s
best hew writers... E. TSRS

Down load G. Marino Leyland
a full-

colour
brochure
here

Frank Kozusko

Click on each image to visit the author’s
Clarendon House webpage

Samantha Hamilton
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JOURNEY
into mystical lands full of
faeries and warrior
women, ancient
powers and strange
creatures...
Helon Bisch TRAVEL —
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WORLDS...

Fantasy and Science Fiction
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NOW IN ONE GIANT vOLUME

‘From the fertile mind of Alexander Marshall comes a complex
world of Gods, legends, dragons, ancient evil and unlikely
heroes... | predict that in years to come, The Sword
Sundergost will be hailed as a classic.’

-David Bowmore, author of The Magic of Deben Market
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Five Reasons to Hire Me as Your Editor
Grant P. Hudson

1. | know what I'm
talking about.

40 years of intensive study and practical
application of the secrets of master authors
has resulted in over three million words
written by me, some of them appearing in
the form of two books:

i) How Stories Really Work, the guide to the
successful techniques used by acclaimed
authors throughout history, including
Shakespeare, Dickens, Hardy, Wilde, Tolkien,
Lewis, Le Guin and hundreds of others.
These secrets also underpin the success of
great films, including Star Wars, Harry Potter,
The Lord of the Rings and the box-office-
busting MCU movies.

i) Become a Professional Author, which goes
further into the techniques used by master
authors and applies them to both storytelling
and marketing, guaranteeing you a path to
book sales.

With me as your editor, you get all that
knowledge applied directly to YOUR work so
that the story - and the subsequent marketing
- can be built on firm foundations.

Experience? I've been editing full-time now for
6 years, and was doing it part-time for the
prior 17. I've worked with fiction of all kinds as
well as memoir and non-fiction. It's highly
likely that | will be of great assistance to you.

Contact me now:

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com



https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/how-stories-really-work
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
mailto:grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com
https://www.clarendonhousebooks.com/how-stories-really-work

- -
>
r

b ‘,‘ ~ S

edge of story structure ang
fhes and ideas of which you T1ig
\writing it. By using measa d
[joying writing more, underst
ding time to do more of it.

%3.)

3. I'm fast.

Many editors take months to get back to you, and then you have to spend
months rewriting according to their dictates.

| will work as swiftly as | can to give you essential feedback, suggesting
precise and workmanlike alterations with which you will almost certainly

ecstatically agree, as they will be changes you secretly would have wanted to
make anyway.

How can | be as fast as | am? Because all fiction obeys a set of underlying
laws, which are easy to see at work once you know what they are. Each
reading of every story is not, therefore, ‘reinventing the wheel’, but applying
universal principles which always work.

Contact me now:

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
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| 4.1 will boost your
A\ confidence.

i This doesn’'t mean | will ‘namby-
pamby’ you through your own work

so that no improvement occurs -

quite the opposite. By surgically

\ isolating what needs changing and
N working with a deep understanding
of your own aims for any written

piece, | will empower you as an

author.

One of my main goals as a
developmental editor is to make
myself redundant as swiftly as
possible, giving you a better
understanding of your own fiction, of
what works and doesn’t work, and of
how to take your stories to the next
level without needing further help.

5. I'm not expensive.

Many editors would charge thousands to do what |
do, because it is unique, powerful and highly
effective. But | know that your budget for such
things as editing will range from non-existent to
slender at best. By working within your existing
circumstances, you and | can come to an
arrangement that works for both of us and which
moves you forward as an author from wherever you
are right now.

Contact me now:

grant@clarendonhousebooks.com
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